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1/ CHAIRMAN

Ukraine has been thrust into the forefront of international news 
since the release of our last issue in October 2013. I recently visited 
Ukraine where under a cloudless blue sky, Kyiv’s golden domes 
illuminated the peaceful splendour of the city. By total contrast, all 
the TV channels were continuously carrying the death, destruction 
and mayhem in Eastern Ukraine as their top story. Almost all the 
shops in Kyiv had sales signs, and the hot water supply was erratic. 
As the economy slides into deep recession, and the currency has 
been hard hit.

Next month there will be parliamentary elections, and after that 
the implementation programme of the EU Association Agreement 
will begin, based on a comprehensive domestic Action Plan. A well-
educated younger generation of Ukrainians is emerging into public 
life. They will begin to replace those who so spectacularly failed to 
build on the spirit of the Orange Revolution. The International Money 
Fund is now offering further help.

Whilst Ukraine’s politicians recognise that there can be no military 
solution, public support for NATO membership, hugely provocative 
to Russia, has soared. Indeed, there have been calls for a referendum 
on NATO membership. What would persuade Putin into a permanent 
ceasefire and some sort of enduring settlement? An extension of 
a free trade area, or a customs union with Russia itself? A clear 
indication by Ukraine’s leaders that NATO membership will not be 
sought?

Whatever unfolds in the coming months, one thing Ukraine cannot 
do is escape its geography. However choosing a national course is 
the right of any sovereign, independent country. Given their often 
tragic and tempestuous history, the people of Ukraine deserve none 
of the horrors which have descended on them.

It is against this background of upheaval that this magazine, 
Ukrainian Dialogue, will now be published on a quarterly basis, 
giving a platform from which to observe the developing relationship 
between Ukraine, the UK, the EU — and beyond.

Best wishes,

From the Chairman
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4/ IN BRIEF

It may still be called the Yalta 

European Strategy Conference 

but this year’s international fo-

rum on Ukraine took place in the 

captial  Kyiv, not Yalta, where 

Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill 

famously met to talk peace. 

Almost 70 years on and war as 

well as peace was bristling in the 

air. While few at the conference 

expected Crimea — annexed 

by Russia in March — to return 

to Ukraine anytime soon, senior 

Ukrainian officials, with a par-

liamentary election on the hori-

zon, talked up the prospects of 

Crimea returning to the fold.

The conference commenced 

on Thursday with a series of 

headline talks by politicians 

including Ukraine’s president 

Petro Poroshenko, Estonia’s 

president Toomas Hendrik Ilves, 

President of the European Parlia-

ment Martin Schulz, Stefan Füle 

of the European Commission, 

Vitali Klitschko, Mayor of Kyiv, 

Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Prime Minis-

ter of Ukraine, and many others. 

Business leaders and academics 

were also out in force; speakers 

included Jimmy Wales, founder 

of Wikipedia; Richard Branson, 

CEO of Virgin; Roger Myerson, 

Professor of Economics at the 

University of Chicago and a 

Nobel Laureate in Economic 

Sciences; and Niall Ferguson of 

Harvard (see page 27 for his ar-

ticle on events in Ukraine).  

Recently-installed Ukrainian  

President Petro Poroshenko 

pledged to get Crimea back 

peacefully. “They say we have 

lost Crimea. No. We have an in-

vasion in Crimea. But Crimea will 

be back together with us. Not 

necessarily by military means. I 

am confident we’ll win an eco-

nomic, democratic, liberal com-

petition for the minds of Crimean 

people,” he said. Later, Ukrainian 

PM Arseniy Yatsenyuk warned 

that Vladimir Putin’s goal is to 

grab all of Ukraine. In between, 

President of the European Com-

Yalta conference held in 
Kyiv, not Crimea

mission Jose Manuel Barroso, 

said: “If Russia’s choice is to be a 

competitor, a rival, then it should 

know what would be the politi-

cal, economic and other implica-

tions. [But] if Russia chooses the 

way of reform, the EU will be 

negotiating with it. This may be-

come a new brick in establishing 

new relations, and then, the fu-

ture of the integrated European 

space – from Vladivostok to Lis-

bon – will become a reality.” 

Up to 8,000 Crimean Tatars 

left Crimea after it was an-

nexed by Russia, the leader of 

the Mejlis, Mustafa Dzhemilev, 

told the conference. Although 

there was no official data, up 

to 20,000 people of various 

nationalities have fled the penin-

sula. Many hoped to return and 

expect Kyiv to suggest ways to 

do so. As those present pon-

dered how, others speculated 

whether next year’s YES would 

be in Kyiv or its original location.  

PETER DUTCYZN

On 13 June 2014 the Solicitors 

Regulation Authority (SRA), the 

regulatory body for solicitors in 

England and Wales, announced 

that it has recognised Ukraine 

as meeting the requirements to 

be a recognised jurisdiction of 

the Qualified Lawyers Transfer 

Scheme (QLTS), thereby allow-

ing Ukrainian qualified advocates 

to be admitted as solicitors of 

England and Wales upon pass-

ing the QLTS exam.

The QLTS ensures that a lawyer 

qualified in another jurisdic-

tion has met the standard of 

knowledge and skill required 

of a newly qualified solicitor of 

England and Wales. This is done 

through two separate tests 

which are administered on the 

SRA’s behalf by Kaplan QLTS. 

The QLTS system was designed 

to increase the number of rec-

ognised foreign jurisdictions for 

the examinations. These changes 

have opened up the English le-

gal market to qualified lawyers 

from places as diverse as Aus-

tralia, Germany, Japan and now 

Ukraine.

“This is a great day for Ukrainian 

lawyers, who are now eligible to 

be admitted as solicitors of Eng-

land and Wales. The process of 

adding Ukraine to the QLTS list 

How Ukrainian lawyers can now practice in the UK
was, unfortunately, lengthy and 

troubled, but we now look for-

ward to welcoming Ukrainians 

practicing English law as so-

licitors in London,” commented 

Andy Hunder, Director of the 

Ukrainian Institute in London.

The Solicitors Regulation Au-

thority is responsible for regu-

lating the professional conduct 

of more than 125,000 solicitors 

and other authorised individu-

als at more than 11,000 firms, as 

well as those working in-house 

at private and public sector 

organisations.

UKRAINIAN INSTITUTE
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Mayor for 100 days: 
Klitschko’s efforts so far
On 17 September Vitaly Klitschko 

celebrated his first 100 days as 

the Mayor of Kyiv by holding a 

briefing for assembled media 

and leaders of activist groups. 

With Kyiv in disarray following 

the turbulent Euromaidan up-

rising, Klitschko’s first task was 

putting the city back on track, 

which included the difficulties of 

removing the remaining protes-

tors’ camps and debris from the 

city centre. Having put in place 

a new management team, the 

Mayor audited the running of 

the city and developed an action 

plan. He singled out three major 

priorities: reforming city services 

and infrastructure, eradicat-

ing corruption, and attracting 

investments. Having uncovered 

and removed various corruption 

schemes, the Mayor identified 

areas where the city could opti-

mise its expenses and boost its 

revenues. An investment agency 

was set up to stimulate business 

in Kyiv, with an additional $1 bil-

lion of invest-

ment expected 

in 2015. Devel-

oped in con-

sultation with 

activist groups, 

K l i t s c h k o ’ s 

reforms cover 

the spheres of 

e-governance, 

public trans-

portation and 

utilities, energy 

conservation, 

land allocation 

and the public 

health sec-

tor, amongst 

others.

With the military conflict in 

the East and South of Ukraine, 

around 60 per cent of all inter-

nally displaced people moved to 

Kyiv. A special agency was set 

up to assist with their accommo-

dation and employment, provide 

medical help and coordinate 

with volunteers. Over 6,000 

children have been accom-

modated in Kyiv’s schools and 

kindergartens. With challenges 

abounding, Klitschko is adamant 

a lot of work still lies ahead and 

is hopeful the following 100 days 

will yield positive results as his 

reforms and plans are fulfilled. 

ANTON SHUSTENKO

It’s not an easy task promoting 

Ukraine to international investors 

as a land of business opportuni-

ties when images of conflict in 

the area are broadcast daily on 

television screens. Yet London 

has recently been the venue for 

two investor conferences focus-

ing specifically on Ukraine, with 

another, even larger, business 

summit scheduled to take place 

in the capital in early December. 

September saw the Invest in 

Ukraine London conference take 

place in the heart of the City, 

organised by A7 conferences. 

Speakers included editors from 

the Financial Times and the 

Economist, with presentations 

from the current largest institu-

tional investor in Ukraine — the 

European Bank for Reconstruc-

tion and Development. 

Concorde Capital, one of 

Ukraine’s top Investment advi-

sory firms, gathered elite City 

bankers and management ex-

ecutives of Ukraine’s largest 

companies in Mayfair in late June 

for a business conference, where 

the opportunities and current 

challenges of conducting busi-

ness in Ukraine were discussed. 

The conference was attended 

by the crème de la crème of in-

vestment and business leaders 

who have a particular interest in 

Ukraine.

More than 300 entrepreneurs, 

investors and business repre-

sentatives are expected to at-

tend the Ukraine Investment 

Summit in early December or-

ganised by Adam Smith Confer-

ences.  Key government officials 

from Kyiv including Maksym 

Burbak, current Minister for In-

frastructure, will fly in to London 

to promote the new opportuni-

ties in a country that is declaring 

a fight against corruption, and 

a formidable programme of re-

forming the country’s economy.

ANDY HUNDER

The investment conferences that won’t write off Ukraine

Vitaly Klitschko
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The leader of Russia’s southern 

Republic of North Ossetia, Tay-

muraz Mamsurov, has said that 

Scythian gold which is currently 

being exhibited in the Nether-

lands is unlikely to returned to its 

home in Crimea anytime soon. 

As the gold left for Europe when 

Crimea was part of Ukraine, the 

artefacts — from four museums 

in Crimea and one in Kyiv — are 

being claimed by their originat-

ing museums, as well as officials 

in Kyiv, who do not want the 

items to go back to disputed 

territory. Meanwhile, Dutch of-

ficials are tiptoe-ing through a 

diplomatic minefield of which 

museums to return the relics to.

The contract for the exhibition, 

quite logically, stipulates that 

at the end of the exhibition the 

exhibits should return to their 

originating museums. But since 

the whole exhibition left Ukrain-

ian soil and the country is in the 

middle of a war with Russia, Kyiv 

is claiming it in its entirety. Not 

surprisingly, the new master 

of Crimea, Russia, wants the 

gold returned to the peninsula.  

In March, when annexation of 

Crimea by the Russian mili-

tary was complete, Mamsurov 

stressed that Scythian gold 

should be returned to Crimea. 

He noted that his concern stems 

from the fact that Ossetians are 

considered descendants of the 

Scythian people. He posted this 

statement on his Instagram ac-

count on 16 September:

‘I was asked today about the fate 

of Scythian gold from the collec-

tions of Crimean museums on 

display in the Netherlands. There 

were few hopes from the very 

The fate of Scythian gold 
hangs in the balance

beginning that the gold would 

be returned. I will say frankly 

that I did not expect any reac-

tion whatsoever to the address 

I made in March, as the historic 

heritage of Scythians became a 

subject of political speculations 

and political bargaining. As far 

as I know, part of the collections 

has been handed over to Kyiv 

and this process is likely to con-

tinue. Politicians involved in such 

things exist just for a moment in 

the historic sense; no one will 

ever remember them. However, 

Scythian gold has existed for 

centuries and will do so in the 

future. I think things will fall into 

place. Scythian gold as well as 

the exhibits we saw today will 

be available to people, especially 

to those for whom it represents 

proof of their history.’

PETER DUTCYZN

A stag plaque, made from Scythian gold, which 
is displayed in the Cleveland Museum of Art
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Chairman of the British Ukrain-

ian Society, Lord Risby, wel-

comed Ukrainian Member of 

Parliament Andriy Shevchenko 

to Westminster on 10 March 

2014. Mr Shevchenko, an expe-

rienced journalist and member 

of the Fatherland Party faction 

in Ukraine’s Parliament, briefed 

British MPs and Members of the 

House of Lords on the latest de-

velopments in Ukraine.

The primary focus of Mr 

Shevchenko’s address was on 

the escalating tension between 

Russia and Ukraine, and the 

current Russian military pres-

ence in the Crimean Peninsula. 

He presented a comprehensive 

overview of the situation from 

political, social, historical and 

economic standpoints.

Responding to questions fol-

lowing his address, Andriy 

Shevchenko offered his insights 

on the language issue in Ukraine, 

the high risk of a full-scale 

military conflict, and possible 

outcomes of a referendum in 

Crimea. He also 

spoke about 

how Russia in-

fluences public 

opinion with  

propaganda , 

and noted the 

pro-Ukrainian 

stance of the 

Crimean Tatar 

people.

Mr Shevchenko 

stressed the 

importance of 

close political 

interaction be-

tween Ukraine 

and the United 

Kingdom in 

such a critical 

time, and said that further visits 

of Ukrainian MPs to the UK were 

planned, as well as inviting Brit-

ish MPs to come to Ukraine.

Andriy Shevchenko is a Fellow 

of the John Smith Memorial 

Trust whose Founder, Baroness 

Smith of Gilmorehill, attended 

the meeting. Baroness Smith 

is also a Patron of the British 

Ukrainian Society. Lord Risby 

described Andriy Shevchenko 

as a representative of a new 

generation of Ukrainian politi-

cians who are much needed at 

this time to help the country 

achieve the peace, stability and 

prosperity it so richly deserves.  

ANTON SHUSTENKO

BUS news: Andriy Shevchenko’s 
Westminster welcome

On a visit to Kyiv in April, Lord 

Risby, Chairman of the Brit-

ish Ukrainian Society, met with 

public and business leaders 

of Ukraine to discuss the cur-

rent political and economic 

situation in the country. Lord 

Risby encouraged high-ranking 

Ukrainian officials, politicians 

and businessmen (including 

the Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister for Regional Develop-

ment Volodymyr Groisman, 

the Minister of the Economy 

Pavlo Sheremeta, Member of 

the Council of the National Bank 

of Ukraine Yuri Poluneev, and 

leader of the UDAR political 

party Vitaly Klitschko) to pursue 

tangible economic and structural 

reforms. 

“The recent revolution in Ukraine 

confirmed that its people no 

longer accept corruption and 

anti-democratic leadership — 

they demand changes. Such 

changes can only be brought by 

new leaders whose reputation 

is unblemished by past corrupt 

and anti-democratic activities.” 

Lord Risby also stressed the 

importance for the new Ukrain-

ian leadership to reconcile dif-

ferences between the East and 

West of the country, as well as 

the need for “parliamentary 

elections later in 2014” (“snap” 

elections will go ahead on Oc-

tober 26, see page 11). Lord 

Risby confirmed that the UK is 

fully committed to supporting 

Ukraine’s territorial integrity. “I 

condemn the unlawful annexa-

tion of Crimea by the Russian 

Federation, and urge Moscow 

to refrain from further actions 

damaging the political and so-

cial stability in the country. This 

is also the view shared by the 

British government.” A.S.

BUS news: our chairman’s Spring visit to Kyiv
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Andriy Shevchenko, MP, Ukraine
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Few documents are as impenetrable or as 
politically explosive as Ukraine’s European Union  
Association Agreement. In 478 pages of dense 
prose, accompanied by an array of annexes and 
protocols, Ukraine’s journey towards joining the 
European mainstream is painstakingly spelt out.

As such, the  Agreement is the most extensive 
and ambitious legal document the country has 
ever signed. It amounts to the emphatic answer 
of Ukraine’s new leaders to the supreme question 
of whether their homeland should face eastwards 
towards Moscow or westwards towards the Euro-
Atlantic sphere.

President Petro Poroshenko declared that he had 
chosen ‘Europe’‚ and ‘reform’‚ when he signed the 
economic provisions of the agreement on 27 June. 
The political elements had already been signed by 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, the prime minister, on 21 March.

The signatures of the two men at the apex of 
Ukraine’s government came after seven years 
of negotiations with the EU and near constant 
domestic turmoil in Kyiv. When ex-president 
Viktor Yanukovych broke his promise to sign 
the  Agreement last year, his actions triggered 
protests that led to a revolution which swept him 
from power in February. Poroshenko secured the 
ratification of the  Agreement at the Rada on 16 
September, marking the culmination of a long and 
traumatic journey.

What will this mean for Ukraine? In theory, the 
country should now embark on the most ambitious 
reforms in its history as an independent state. 
Almost every political institution and the whole 
structure of the economy should be affected.

To grasp the scale of what will be required, 
consider ‘Title III’ of the agreement covering 
‘Justice, Freedom and Security’. In these clauses, 
Ukraine has promised to ‘attach particular 
importance to the consolidation of the rule of law 
and the reinforcement of institutions at all levels in 
the areas of administration’.

The term ‘consolidation’ is a diplomatic nicety, for 
the truth is that Ukraine has never enjoyed the 
rule of law, where every citizen is subject to the 

law, including the lawmakers themselves. Rather 
than ‘consolidate’ this concept, Ukraine will have 
to introduce it. As such, the country is now bound 
to guarantee the independence of the judiciary, as 
well as achieve a range of worthy goals, such as 
rooting out corruption and combating fraud.

As if that were not demanding enough, Ukraine 
and the EU will also implement a ‘Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement’. Over a 
10-year period, Ukraine should dismantle barriers 
to trade with the EU’s member states. Meanwhile, 
its standards and regulations must be rewritten to 
align with those within the EU. For an unreformed 
and deeply uncompetitive post-Soviet economy, 
this process will be the most ambitious of all.

As Mr Poroshenko grapples with implementing the  
Agreement, he must also deal with the insurgency 
in eastern Ukraine. Bolstered by the presence of 
Russian troops, the insurgents now control the 
industrial and coal-mining heartland of Ukraine. 
The war has worsened Ukraine’s economic malaise, 
deepening a recession that is likely to see GDP 
decline by 6.5 per cent this year.

Meanwhile, the sudden withdrawal of a Russian 
loan of $15bn (£9.2bn, €11.6bn) after the revolution 
in February forced Ukraine to turn to the 
International Monetary Fund to avoid defaulting 
on its debts. The Agreement demands the most 
extensive reforms in Ukraine’s history, but does not 
help the country stave off immediate bankruptcy.

Faced with crisis on every front, the signs are 
that Mr Poroshenko will not press ahead with 
the implementation of every element of the  
Agreement. On 12 September, the EU announced 
that Ukraine will not be expected to begin 
implementing the free trade agreement — the 
single most important element of the package 
— until 31 December 2015. The EU will open its 
market to Ukraine once the  Agreement is ratified, 
but Ukraine will have a reprieve.

Even if the pace of reform is slow, however, the 
passage of this deal remains crucial. In the words 
of Pavlo Klimkin, the Ukrainian foreign minister, it 
marks Ukraine’s entry ‘into the European space of 
values and the European economic space’.

Ukraine’s Passport to Europe

By David Blair

The chief foreign correspondent of the Daily Telegraph details some of the 

challenges Ukraine faces before it can join the European Union
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The war in the east of Ukraine is one of the 

main factors affecting today’s domestic 

policies and the upcoming Parliamentary 

elections. An escalating military conflict with 

Russian special services, a growing number 

of casualties, the threat of full-scale military 

invasion by Russia — these factors have thrown 

into relief the differences between the parties 

of the European Choice Parliamentary coalition, 

formed on 27 February 2014 by the Ukrainian 

Alliance faction, of which Yulia Tymoshenko’s 

Batkivshchyna (‘Fatherland’) was a part; as was 

Oleh Tyahnybok’s Svoboda (‘Freedom’) party; 

Vitali Klitschko’s Ukrainian Democratic Alliance 

for Reform (UDAR) party; and the factions 

Economic Development and Sovereign European 

Ukraine.

The recent civil uprising in Kyiv, known as ‘The 

Maidan’, is another big factor. Participants in 

the ‘Revolution of Honour’ (December 2013 to 

February 2014) demanded a radical renovation of 

power at all levels including the highest legislative 

body, the Rada.

When the newly elected president of Ukraine, 

Petro Poroshenko, came to power, he promised 

new financing of military troops as well as a quick 

end to the anti-terrorist operation. When decisions 

arose about defence personnel, and discussions 

about further ways out of the crisis became 

deadlocked, Poroshenko had to demonstrate he 

was a politician who was true to his word — and 

to do that, he needed the support of Parliament. 

Rada roundabout

by Dmitry Gruzynskyi

After decades of control by the Soviet Union Ukraine is still getting used 

to democracy, but a new influx of politicians is bringing hope — and chaos
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The Verkhovna Rada building, 
where Ukraine’s parliament sits.
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On 24 July UDAR, Freedom and the Economic 

Development faction left the coalition, thus 

creating the preliminary legal requirements for 

snap Parliamentary elections. A month later, 

Poroshenko used his constitutional right to dissolve 

the supreme legislative body of the country, since a 

new coalition had not been formed within 30 days 

of the previous coalition’s dissolution.

The upcoming Parliamentary elections will be 

assessed differently: some believe it is entirely 

possible to complete the revolutionary changes 

that the participants of Maidan wanted. Their 

sceptical opponents say that only the ‘facade’ 

will be changed. Opponents of the new Ukrainian 

authorities, for example some representatives 

of Party of Regions, claim that elections are not 

advisable, as they will not take the voices of the 

Donetsk and Luhansk regions into consideration. 

However, election laws have not changed, and 

voting should take place on 26 October by the 

same rules as in peacetime. Ukraine will elect half 

of the 450 members of Parliament by party lists 

and the other half by voting for local candidates. 

The question of how to organise the voting process 

and ensure the safety of the elections in the areas 

beyond of the control of the Ukrainian authorities, 

where hostilities take place, remains unresolved 

and unclear.

In the fight for votes, experienced politicians 

affiliate their parties with patriotic heroes — for 

example, the commanders of volunteer battalions, 

which at the beginning of the crisis were the first 

to fight against terrorists in the east. Thus, the 

well-known Ukrainian commander of the Donbass 

battalion, Semen Sementchenko, said that he 

would go to the polls with the Samopomich (‘Self-

help, Self-reliance’) party of Lviv mayor Andriy 

Sadovyi, pro-European politician of persuasion.

Narodniy Front (‘Popular Front’) — which includes 

among its members the current prime minister 

Arseniy Yatsenyuk and the speaker Oleksandr 

Turchynov — has gathered the so-called ‘political 

council of war’, which lists the most famous 

volunteer corps commanders. These people are 

enjoying unprecedented support of Ukrainians, 

partly because they are not formally linked to 

the political or business interests of the previous 

regime. In the minds of the public these are new 

faces in politics who embody the spirit of Maidan.

According to Ukrainian political analysts, there 

is the possibility of an attempt at revenge 

from supporters of former president Viktor 

Yanukovych. Most of them were members of 

the pro-government Party of Regions, which, 

together with a faction of the Communist Party 

of Ukraine, was a majority in Parliament until the 

escape of Yanukovych. According to observers, 

the Kremlin is extremely interested in this act of 

revenge. After all, the Party of Regions advocated 

broad integration with Russia. Even now this party 

criticises the actions of Ukrainian soldiers in the 

east of the country, not the terrorists.

The rest of the politicians are likely to withdraw 

their party affiliations, running as independent 

candidates in order to stand the best chance of 

being elected. For instance, Sergei Tihipko, the 

deputy chairman of the Party of Regions, once ran 

for president with the party Silna Ukraina (‘Strong 

Ukraine’), and has recently resurrected this party 

to stand independently in the early Parliamentary 

elections. Members of Strong Ukraine support 

civil society carrying out fundamental reforms in 

all spheres of government and the economy, to 

conform to European standards.

When Ukranians go to the polls October, it is 

striking that there are not many ideological 

differences between the major parties. The only 

exceptions are the Communists and nationalism-

oriented Freedom. In the politico-military sense, 

Freedom stands for a more rigid relationship with 

Russia and rejects the possibility of any kind of 

negotiation with terrorists. Its representatives 

have repeatedly stated the need for NATO to state 

a clear position about whether Ukraine can join it.

The pro-presidential Poroshenko Block (called 

‘Solidarity’ until 27 August 2014) is a pro-European 

political force that supports the decentralisation 

of some powers to the regions, and is ready to 

provide freedom of choice in the use of languages. 

These arguments — used by Poroshenko from the 

start of his presidency — hope to convince the 

radical representatives of the Luhansk and Donetsk 

regions that the central government in Kyiv is 

listening to the East and could unify the country.

The day after the announcement of Parliament’s 

dissolution, there was another significant event: the 

split within the ranks of Tymoshenko’s Fatherland 

party. Turchynov, Prime Minister Yatsenyuk, 

When Ukranians go to the polls 

in October, it is striking that 

there are not many ideological 

differences between the major 

parties. The only exceptions are 

the Communists and national-

oriented Freedom”

‘‘
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minister of internal affairs Arsen Avakov, the 

minister for social policy Lyudmyla Denisova, and 

a number of other influential politicians all left their 

long-term ally Tymoshenko due to ‘disagreements’. 

Thus the long-term favourite of the Ukrainian 

electorate is now an outsider. The strongest 

election initiative of her party is a national 

referendum about Ukraine’s accession to NATO; 

because of the events in the east of the country, 

the number of supporters of Ukraine’s accession to 

the North Atlantic military alliance has multiplied. 

The departure of these influential players from 

Fatherland means this party will only gain power 

as part of a complicated political coalition.

From the beginning of the campaign, it was 

assumed that democratic forces would unite 

like-minded politicians. Poroshenko said that he 

‘will not tolerate a second front in the country’. 

However, according to the Ukrainian press 

Yatsenyuk and Poroshenko have not been able 

to agree terms of co-operation, and now there 

are two groups of post-Maidan candidates for 

Parliament in Ukraine: representatives of the 

pro-presidential bloc Poroshenko, led by Yuriy 

Lutsenko (minister of internal affairs 2005 to 2006, 

2007 to 2010) and leader of the non-governmental 

organisation Third Ukrainian Republic, and the 

candidates for Popular Front, the party led by 

prime minister Yatsenyuk and Turchinov.

Another political force that will probably 

overcome the five per cent barrier needed to 

enter Parliament is the ‘Radical Party of Oleh 

Lyashko’. Results of various polls indicate it is 

second to the presidential bloc of Poroshenko. 

Lyashko, expelled from Tymoshenko’s bloc 

in 2010, is standing on the basis of populist 

statements, such as fighting against oligarchs, 

and that ordinary citizens should participate 

in the reform of governance. In the meantime, 

Lyashko is being accused of collaboration with 

Serhiy Lyovochkin, the former head of the 

administration of Yanukovych. This was an open 

statement by popular journalist and blogger 

Mustafa Nayem on Ukraine’s ICTV channel.

Among the other candidates declaring they will 

run in the elections is Anatoliy Hrytsenko, former 

minister of defence and a repeat candidate for 

the Ukrainian presidency. During the Maidan, 

Hrytsenko resigned from the Fatherland faction 

‘due to [my] inability to influence their decisions’. 

He will participate under the party Gradjanska 
Pozicija  (‘Citizenship’).

The deadline for candidates to be nominated for 

Parliament was 15 September. Lists of candidates 

for the majority districts were due to be published 

no later than 26 September.
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Images and text by Ben Robinson. With thanks to Oleg Gavyrsh & Mainstream, Roman Rukhaba, 

Spiritual Renewal, Peter Dudnyk, Ukraine Development Fund, Lesya Aronets

It’s been the most modern of wars. Social media keeps friends in constant contact. 
On the worst nights of fighting on Maidan you could follow friends: who they were 
meeting with, who was driving who, and when people arrived home safely. The 
surreal feeling of being aware of more, yet being powerless to influence events.

I wanted to capture something of the space that follows the events, the stories 
between the lines. In my journey to several camps and facilities working with 
internally displaced people (IDPs) I’ve heard and seen glimpses of the aftermath: 
an incredible picture of Ukrainians’ generosity of spirit and practical, tireless help. 
Churches, NGOs, and social media have helped meet the needs of friends and 
strangers alike. This all gives hope that there is an unwritten chapter to this story. 
But now is not the moment to attempt answering the cry of “How could this be 
happening?” These are unfinished battles, not yet in the past.

Faces of 
the displaced

by Ben Robinson

As photographer Ben Robinson travelled throughout Ukraine, meeting 

families, displaced and traumatised by the unfolding confl ict, one 

question repeated: “How could this be happening… how?”





“We came from Torez, and heard the plane 
as it crashed from the sky. My wife left when 
she was heavily pregnant and our boy, Kyril, 
was the first child in Zaporizhia that was 
born to IDPs. I worked as a miner and was 
brought in to help clear and secure the site 
after the plane crash. I knew I had to get 
out, but left it as long as I could. I was one 
of the last to flee before the city was closed 
off completely.”

‘After three days of hiding in the cellar, the bank called asking me why I haven’t paid 
this month. When will I make the GRN200 (£10) payment I owe for the loan? My son 
got on the phone and asked if she knew there was a war going on? “Because you’re 
rude we’ll add a £15 pound penalty to the total you owe.” People in Donetsk are still 
paying. My husband is 80 years old and refused to leave. If he’s going to die he wants 
to die at home. But I had to leave with the grandchildren, the bombing and shooting 
was unbearable. We’re about to have our 50th anniversary, he’s trapped there. I feel 
so guilty. We’ve not been apart for 50 years and I don’t know if he’s alive. I can’t reach 
him but the bank can reach me just fine. I close my eyes and I see the cellar where we 
hid and the new kitchen we just put in. Why did I do it? I lived so long without that 
kitchen but I wanted to have it. We counted my pension and his and we could cover 
the loan. But now I’m here and can’t get my pension and he’s there alone.”





“My father was killed defending his country.  
He knew the risks, but there was no other 
place he wanted to be.  We couldn’t have 
changed his mind, and I didn’t want to try. I 
know he was in the right place, it was where 
his heart was.  He always lived life to the 
full, every day.  His heart was committed to 
fight for freedom. This tattoo reminds me 
of my dad and his passion for his country. I 
moved Donetsk to Ivano Frankivsk.  I knew 
that I needed to find work quickly to help 
keep my mind off all that’s happened. I like 
it here though, in the west. People have 
welcomed and helped me and it’s where I 
want to stay.”
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14th July
I put on my smart jacket this evening and walked 

with my wife down to the Museum of Icons where 

the French embassy was celebrating Bastille Day. 

Even before we turned the corner, we heard the 

roar of the crowd and guessed there was trouble 

ahead. It was not aggressive – a huge Ukrainian 

flag and banners asking the French not to sell 

military ships to Russia. 

We stood there for a while then walked away.

18th July
Yesterday, after the news that a passenger 

Boeing 777 was shot down over the Ukrainian 

Donbass, the Ukrainian writer Yuri Vinnichuk 

wrote on Facebook: “I’m not comfortable saying 

it, but it seems that this tragedy will halt military 

operations in the east of Ukraine, and Russia will 

stop.” 

21st July
The hopes of Vinnichyuk, and mine too, were 

unfounded. The death of nearly 300 passengers, 

including children, from the Netherlands, Malaysia, 

Australia, Great Britain and other countries, 

has not been able to stop this war, in which 

Russia plays the leading part. Before the MH-

17 catastrophe, the Ukrainian army managed to 

free one Donbass village after another, in spite 

of heavy losses. The territory in the hands of the 

pro-Russian separatists halved in size. In the first 

days after the disaster Russia reduced the flow 

of weapons and volunteers being shipped daily 

onto Ukrainian territory, but now Russia has once 

again increased its participation and its assistance 

to pro-Russia militants.

22nd July
In Europe the mood has changed dramatically. 

Previously Angela Merkel spoke about the 

Ukraine Diaries… Continued

by Andrei Kurkov

In an exclusive extract from his most recent journals, the author of Death 

and the Penguin describes the strangeness of life following crisis in Kyiv

Kyle Taylor © 2009

The view along Khreschatyk, 
Kyiv, in the quiet of night
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necessity for the Ukrainian government to hold 

peace talks with the separatists, now she has 

publicly demanded urgent EU actions against 

Russia. France, however, is silent. President 

Hollande insists that the military helicopter-carrier 

Mistral will be handed over to Russia since, if it is 

not delivered, the French will have to pay a €1bn 

(£800m, $1.3bn) penalty fee to the Russians.

23rd July
Only five days after the MH-17 tragedy, two 

Ukrainian military aircraft have been shot down. 

It seems the missiles were fired from inside Russia 

just across the border which is now packed 

with Russian troops: 50,000 soldiers, more 

than 500 artillery units, hundreds of tanks and 

bombers, brought from all corners of the Russian 

Federation. Nobody knows if or when this armada 

will enter Ukraine. There are daily calls from 

Moscow-based politicians and public figures for 

a full-fledged war with Ukraine. Most recently, 

the chief editor of Russian Commentator, Igor 

Kholmogorov, urged the Kremlin to send Russian 

bombers on Kyiv. 

25th July
The president of Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko, 

signed a decree on the new partial mobilisation 

and now 60,000 more reservists will be called 

up. There is every indication that Russia wants to 

“freeze” the conflict, to make it permanent, so that 

for Ukraine it would be difficult, if not impossible, 

to go through with economic reforms. In the face 

of a constant military threat, most of the budget 

will be allocated for defence purposes. There will 

be nothing left for the structural and economic 

changes presumed by the signing the Association 

Agreement with EU.

President Putin made a televised address in 

which he repeated that Russia will continue 

to protect in all possible ways Russians all 

over the world, Russian-speaking people 

and “people of Russian culture”. This phrase 

must have been directed at the pro-Russian 

separatists in Donbass and their Russian and 

Serbian “comrades-in-arms” as proof of the 

continued support for militants inside Ukraine. 

For the Russians themselves Putin said that at 

present “there is no threat to the sovereignty of 

the Russian Federation”. That was to reassure 

Russian citizens that Nato will not attack Russia. 

There was no promise that Russia will not attack 

Ukraine. Such a promise would contradict 

Russia’s promise to support “the Russians, 

Russian-speaking people and people of Russian 

culture throughout the world”.

5th August
Yesterday, or rather today, at two in the morning, I 

arrived back in Kyiv from Lithuania with Audrius. It 

was amazingly peaceful on Kyiv’s central square, 

now world famous as The Maidan. We walked 

up Sophia Street towards the most ancient 

monastery in Kyiv, past three taxis, all with their 

headlights on. Walking from the other direction 

were two young men in camouflage and military 

boots, truncheons hanging from their belts. 

“All quiet tonight, then?” called out one of the taxi 

drivers in Russian. 

“Yes. Quiet,” replied one of the men in Ukrainian.

“Yesterday we had some trouble,” said the taxi 

driver addressing us now. “A bloke was drunk and 

swearing and then he pulled a knife out. Those 

guys,” he nodded in the direction in which the 

Maidan security men had passed, “jumped on him 

and held him down, but he still cut someone. They 

stood on both his arms until the police arrived!”

Taxi drivers are a talkative bunch, especially at 

night, when they have already discussed the day’s 

events with each other. This taxi driver, Sergei 

,turned out to be Russian, from Tverskoy Province. 

“I ought to apply for Ukrainian citizenship, but I 

hate dealing with bureaucrats”, he explained. The 

other two taxi drivers were from the Crimea. They 

soon wandered off leaving us talking to Sergei. 

“I am working on them,” he said nodding to his 

colleagues. “They’re here to earn money, but they 

don’t really get what’s going on and they’re afraid 

of the Maidan Security guys. I made loads of 

money through the Maidan. Sure we all took the 

injured for free, but everyone else paid.”

22nd August
Over 200 Russian trucks carrying who-knows-

what crossed the border into Ukraine today. 

A
 c

a
ri

c
a
tu

re
 b

y
 D

o
n

k
e
y
H

o
te

y
 ©

 2
0

13

Angela Merkel & Vladimir Putin



19/ CURRENT AFFAIRS

Russia says they are carrying humanitarian 

supplies, but refused to let the Red Cross make 

checks.

In Ukraine there are increasing calls for a 

complete separation from Russia. Ukrainians are 

well aware that while Putin remains in power, 

there will be no change of policy towards this 

country. How far Russia will go in its desire to 

restore the Russian empire in the borders of 

the former Soviet Union depends now only on 

Europe and the world. Alas, the death of 300 

passengers in the MH-17 disaster became a 

spotlight illuminating this dark field of geopolitical 

and military battle, but only for a short time. The 

coming weeks will show whether the European 

Union is ready to sacrifice its commercial interests 

for the sake of peace and stability in Ukraine, or 

whether there will be new EU appeals “to find a 

peaceful solutions” by holding talks with terrorists. 

In the meanwhile, the fighting will continue, there 

will be more military and civilian deaths, and 

Russia will carry on its active participation on the 

side of pro-Russian militants in Donbass.

31st August
Late in the morning we cycled to the wood near 

the village school and looked for mushrooms. We 

spent an hour among the pine trees and collected 

about a kilo.

On the way home Anton and his friend Daniil 

created a checkpoint on the road, blocking it 

with their bicycles as a local lady and her children 

approached. I ordered them to clear the way and 

allow the people through without checking their 

papers! In the minds of children, war becomes 

something normal and they turn it into a game. 

It’s pretty frightening.

We had the mushrooms for lunch, fried with 

potatoes and sausages, and set off for Kyiv. There’s 

lots to do for the first day of school tomorrow.

1st September
Elizabeth set off for School 91 with Gabriella and I 

took Theo and Anton to school 92, where I stood 

in the same line of dignitaries who spoke at last 

year’s First Bell ceremony. This year children had 

been told to wear Ukrainian embroidered shirts 

and, in his speech Valera Mikailov, the school’s 

director, spoke of war and the motherland. Clay 

bowls full of warm buckwheat were presented 

to the two first-year classes. As per tradition, 

they should eat the food together so to become 

a group of genuine friends. There were songs 

and patriotic rock ‘n’ roll dancing performed in 

Ukrainian costumes. Then dozens of blue-and-

yellow balloons floated up out of the schoolyard 

and away.

In the evening, one of the Russian TV stations 

had yet another report from the Luhansk Region. 

Unusually, instead of accusing the Ukrainian army 

and volunteer units of firing on civilian buildings 

in the area, the channel focused on the first day 

of school in The People’s Republic of Luhansk. 

Somehow they had managed to find some 

children who had remained in the area and got 

them, along with some parents and teachers, to 

act out the traditional First Bell Ceremony. What 

amazed viewers about this spectacle was not 

that such a celebration could take place under 

the circumstances, but that the reporter covering 

the story was stood there in a bulletproof vest, 

while the children, parents and teachers had no 

protection at all.

Recently the separatists in Donetsk and Luhansk 

have tried to show that life there is returning to 

normal and that, if it were not for the Ukrainian 

authorities, everything would be fine. In Luhansk, 

which was a city of half a million inhabitants 

before the troubles, “public transport is working”. 

There are three free public buses - there were 

four, but apparently one got burned. In Donetsk 

the buses run according to the weekend schedule. 

The separatist fighters insist that teachers turn up 

for work, but most children from the area have 

fled with their parents as refugees to peaceful 

parts of Ukraine. The teachers who remain have 

not been paid since July and the separatists are 

not promising any payment. At the same time 

the Ukrainian government has told teachers 

that they will be sacked if they cooperate with 

the separatists. Meanwhile Donetsk University 

has announced that studies will resume, but via 

the internet, once sufficient lectures have been 

recorded. This means that Ukrainian students will 

be able to study at a university that is completely 

controlled by separatists: it’s Ukrainian surrealism 

in action! 
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Sky-blue Crimean Tatar flags fly from many 

houses in Bakhchysarai, Crimea, where smells 

of coffee and chiburekki (meat pasties) drift out 

from cafes onto the uneven streets. There are few 

Russian tricolours to be seen here in the historical 

capital of the Crimean Tatars, while any Ukrainian 

flags disappeared months ago. The Muslim call to 

prayer, silenced during Soviet times, echoes over 

the palace built by the Crimean Tatar khans 500 

years ago, when Crimea was neither Russian nor 

Ukrainian, but a Crimean Khanate vassal of the 

Ottoman Empire.

All seems peaceful. But political upheavals have 

called into question the survival of both mosques 

and cafes, and left the Crimean Tatars who live 

here fearing for their homes and livelihoods.

‘I live here in my homeland, I built my house over 

20 years, I’ve done so much work — and now it 

seems as if anyone can come along tomorrow 

and kick me out,’ says Fatime Seifulaeva, a local 

teacher. ‘We’re all afraid. But we’re confident of one 

thing: we won’t give up our homeland again.’

The Muslim, Turkic Crimean Tatars had to give up 

their homeland once, when they were deported 

from Crimea in 1944. Now they make up 12 to 

15 per cent of the Crimean population, but they 

consider themselves Crimea’s indigenous people 

and have fought a long battle with Russia, the 

Soviet Union, and Ukraine for recognition. 

‘We don’t have another homeland,’ says Fatime. 

‘When we pray to Allah, we say “You gave us a 

homeland like Paradise.”’

With a deep-seated opposition to Russia going 

back to the deportation and further, the Crimean 

Tatars organised a national boycott of the Russian-

backed referendum in March 2014, when Crimeans 

could vote to leave Ukraine and join Russia. Now 

that the peninsula has become a de facto part 

of Russia, Crimean Tatars are battling with many 

questions: whether to take Russian citizenship 

or become foreigners in their own land, how to 

re-register their property and businesses under 

Russian law, whether their children will able to 

study in the Crimean Tatar language. How far to 

co-operate with a regime they oppose, and how 

far to resist.

‘I am a Crimean Tatar patriot,’ said businessman 

Lenur Islyamov at a meeting of Crimean Tatar 

leaders in Bakhchysarai following annexation, as 

he offered to take a position in the new Russian-

backed Crimean government. ‘And the whole 

nation cannot be dissidents.’

A People Called ‘Dissidents’

by Lily Hyde

The struggle that Crimean Tatars face for equlity in Ukraine has taken on 

a new urgency, after Russia turned them into exiles in their own homeland

Bossi

Bakhchysarai, historical home 
of the Crimean Tatars
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Yet for the second half of the 20th century the 

Crimean Tatar nation was exactly that: a stateless 

nation of dissidents whose peaceful campaign to 

regain their homeland outlasted the Soviet Union. 

Many Crimean Tatars, despite Russian laws that 

punish calls to return Crimea to Ukraine, are not 

prepared to hide their opposition. 

At the same meeting in Bakhchysarai, Ediye 

Muradasilova marched up to a Russian Muslim 

leader who had offered support and opportunity 

in the Russian Federation. Muradasilova compared 

him to a smooth-talking KGB agent as she 

presented him with a Ukrainian flag, and told 

him to pray that Allah would help return Crimea 

to Ukraine. ‘I said what I wanted to say,’ she said 

afterwards. ‘He took the flag; I expect he’s hung it 

up in his toilet.’

Born in 1946, Muradasilova grew up in exile with 

her parents’ stories and songs about Crimea, and 

can recount a family trauma she was too young to 

witness as vividly as if she had been there herself: 

how, on 18 May 1944, all Crimean Tatars from her 

village were forced by Soviet soldiers to leave their 

homes. How they were loaded onto overcrowded, 

airless cattle wagons that travelled for days to an 

unknown destination. How at one stop her older 

brother got off to search for water and never came 

back. How, weeks later, in a labour camp in the 

Urals, he somehow found his family again — one 

small miracle among ten thousand stories of loss.

Such stories, experienced by every Crimean 

Tatar family forcibly deported from Crimea, 

are embedded in collective memory where 

they fostered a national spirit of revolt. The 

Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization 

(UNPO) estimates that almost half the Crimean 

Tatar population died during the deportation and 

the following years of hardship. But the Crimean 

Tatars scattered throughout Central Asia and 

Siberia formed a Crimean Tatar National Movement 

that consolidated into a 40-year campaign of 

peaceful resistance. 

Muradasilova, who joined the National Movement 

in high school, has long experience of Soviet 

cajolement and repression.  

‘In the 1960s they’d call us in and start off by 

persuading us to cooperate,’ she says. ‘They were 

always asking, “What more do you want? You can 

live well here, you’ve got a job, a flat in the centre 

of Tashkent [capital of Uzbekistan], what else 

do you need?” They always began by talking so 

nicely.’ 
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and museums are collaborating with their Russian 

counterparts in finance, education and research. 

Levser Islyamov is one young Crimean Tatar who 

took up the offer of a Russian-funded study trip. 

‘This is occupation of Crimea, but you still have 

to survive in occupation, and know the rules,’ he 

says. ‘We’ve been faced with a dead end, but our 

general national idea should be to move forward, 

to work. We have to be more long-sighted. The 

fact that we are forced to learn their laws, doesn’t 

mean we support them.’

Nevertheless, suggestions of collaboration open 

up deep wounds. The Soviet authorities justified 

the mass deportation of the Tatar people 70 

years ago by accusing the Crimean Tatars of 

collaboration with Nazi occupiers during World 

War II. 

‘I don’t even want to use that word [collaboration], 

it’s so painful for my people,’ says journalist Dinara 

Osmanova. 

‘Any decision to cooperate has been forced 

by necessity. Our lawyers say we are already 

living under Russian law. Even the time here has 

changed to Moscow time. We went to bed in 

Ukraine and woke up in occupied territory.’ 

With their leaders in exile, the Crimean Tatars 

in Crimea who fought the Soviet Union for the 

right to return home find this way of life a hard 

necessity to accept. 

It was not all nice talk. Throughout the 1970s to 

1980s many Crimean Tatars were sentenced for 

organising petitions and appeals; Crimean Tatar 

leader Mustafa Jemilev spent 15 years in Soviet 

labour camps. It was not until the Soviet Union 

collapsed that around 200,000 Crimean Tatars 

finally returned to their homeland between 1989 

to 1992. Over the next 23 years in independent 

Ukraine they built homes, families, schools, 

businesses —  their lives. 

Since March, these achievements are under 

threat as the state cajolement and repression 

that Muradasilova remembers appears to have 

returned. 

Reshat Ametov, a Crimean Tatar who protested 

against Russian annexation, was murdered in 

March; months later, no one has been charged. 

Jemilev and another Crimean Tatar leader, Refat 

Chubarov, have been banned from entering 

Crimea for five years; other prominent Crimean 

Tatars have been threatened with prison 

sentences under the Russian law on ‘extremism’. 

Crimean Tatar journalists have lost their jobs, 

Crimean Tatar mosques and cafes in Bakhchysarai 

and elsewhere have had repeated visits from 

law enforcement agencies searching for Muslim 

literature that is legal in Ukraine but not in Russia, 

or for alleged tax or health and hygiene violations.    

At the same time, Crimean Tatars have accepted 

state-funded trips to Russia for legal and business 

training, to help adapt to living in the Russian 

Federation. Crimean Tatar cultural foundations 

Mustafa Dzhemilev

Mustafa Abdülcemil  
Kirimoglu
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The armed conflict in the east of Ukraine has had 

a heavy toll on Ukraine’s economy. The year-on-

year decline in industrial output reached double 

digits in July; this contraction is likely to persist 

through to the end of the year, driven by damage 

to infrastructure and productive assets in the 

industrialised Eastern region. This year’s drop in 

real GDP is likely to exceed 7 per cent, and there 

is further risk with the dispute with Russia over gas 

supply and the fragile state of the banking sector.

The ceasefire agreement reached on 5 September 

paused hostilities, but the outlook for a sustainable 

solution remains uncertain. The IMF warned that 

under a scenario of continuing military conflict, 

Ukraine would be facing a steep real GDP decline 

of 7.3 per cent in 2014, as well as an extremely large 

external financing shortfall. Assuming the ceasefire 

holds, allowing for some rebuilding of damaged 

infrastructure, growth should improve marginally 

in sequential terms in Q4 but full-year real GDP is 

still likely to plunge by at least 7 per cent yoy. The 

outlook for 2015 hinges critically on the pace of the 

peace process and reconstruction.

Other significant amendments to the IMF program 

include increases in the projected deficit of 

Naftogaz (by 1.0 percentage point of GDP, to 4.3 

per cent) and in overall budget deficit (to 10.1 per 

cent of GDP, from 8.5 per cent targeted initially). 

Naftogaz deposited $3.1bn (£1.9bn, €2.4bn) into an 

account with the National Bank of Ukraine (NBU) 

— Ukraine’s central bank — to be used exclusively 

for repayment of gas arrears to Russia’s Gazprom.

Most high-frequency indicators point to a further 

sharp deterioration in economic activity in Q3 

2014. Industrial production fell 12.1 per cent year-

on-year in July, compared to a 5.0 per cent yoy 

drop in June. Both consumer and producer price 

inflation continued to climb over the summer 

months, reaching 14.2 per cent yoy and 24.2 per 

cent yoy respectively in August. Despite the very 

weak growth, the central bank hiked policy rates 

by 2.5 to 3.0 percentage points in July to August 

to counter inflation and mounting downward 

pressures on the hryvnia and reserves. The tighter 

liquidity conditions allowed the central bank to 

resume purchases of foreign currencies (FX) into 

reserves in late August. Gross reserves stood at 

$15.8bn at the end of August, just over two months 

of total imports. The stock of FX reserves should 

be supported by further official disbursements from 

the International Money Fund (IMF), the World Bank 

and the EU in the remainder of the year.

Collapsing domestic demand, large-scale currency 

depreciation and disruption of gas imports have 

extended the sharp turnaround in Ukraine’s current 

account. On the four-quarter basis, the current 

account deficit narrowed in Q2 to $12.8bn (7.9 per 

cent of GDP), from $14.5bn (8.3 per cent of GDP) 

in Q1. The pace of imports contraction rose from 

16 per cent yoy in 1Q to nearly 19 per cent yoy in 

2Q and further to 31 per cent yoy in July (including 

26 per cent yoy for non-energy products). The 

deceleration in exports values continued to be 

less dramatic than that of imports (from -6.8 per 

cent yoy in 2Q and -6.5 per cent yoy in 2Q to -7.4 

per cent yoy in July). The current account deficit 

is expected to narrow sharply further by end-2014, 

to about $3.9bn (3.2 per cent of GDP) and stay at 

roughly the same level in 2015.

The deeper recession and persistent currency 

volatility have increased pressure on Ukraine’s 

banks. Since January, the banking system lost 17 

per cent of deposits (or nearly 9 per cent of GDP), 

forcing the NBU to provide liquidity on a large scale 

(5 per cent of GDP since February). The hryvnia’s 

weakness in summer reflected large-scale liquidity 

provisions, capital outflows and poor sentiment. 

The tighter currency controls (including a 100 per 

cent FX surrender requirement for exporters) have 

brought some stabilization but further falls cannot 

be ruled out if fiscal policies are eased again.

Ukraine’s previous economic growth model, 

involving an inflexible exchange rate, large energy 

subsidies and current account deficits brought the 

country to the brink of insolvency earlier this year. 

The painful policy adjustment, backed by a large 

financing program from multilateral creditors, has 

targeted the glaring macroeconomic imbalances 

and should put the country on a sustainable 

growth path over the next several quarters. Once 

the challenges of territorial integrity, energy 

supply and foreign trade interruptions have been 

addressed (most likely in 2015), a prolonged period 

of economic and social recovery should ensue.

Ukraine’s Economic Prospects

by Sergei Voloboev — chief economist, Norvik Banka UK 

Geopolitical uncertainties limit the scope for Ukraine to make an early 

recovery from its economic malaise
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The events since the Malaysian jet MH17 was shot 

down over eastern Ukraine are remarkably similar 

to the one that followed the assassination of the 

Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand in June 1914. 

Now, as then, the crisis began with an act of 

state-sponsored terrorism. Now, as then, Russia 

sides with the troublemakers. The request by the 

Dutch government for access to the site where 

so many of their nationals perished is reminiscent 

of Austria’s ultimatum to Serbia. Now, as then, 

ownership of a seemingly unimportant region of 

east Europe is disputed.

In 1914 it was Bosnia-Herzegovina, formerly an 

Ottoman province, annexed by Austria-Hungary 

in 1908, but claimed by the proponents of a 

united South Slav state. Today we have not only 

the annexation of Crimea by Russia, but also the 

potential secession from Ukraine of Donetsk and 

Luhansk, where pro-Russian separatists have 

proclaimed independent ‘people’s republics’.

And now, as then, the crisis is escalating. Even 

before the downing of MH17, Washington had 

tightened sanctions against Russia. At the 

beginning of August, both the United States and 

the European Union have taken the next step, 

imposing sanctions on whole sectors of the 

Russian economy, rather than just individuals and 

specific firms. The tighter the economic squeeze, 

the more President Vladimir Putin is cornered. 

In effect, the west is now confronting him with a 

choice between capitulation — ending his support 

for the separatists — or escalation — making sure 

that they are not crushed by the forces of Kyiv’s 

government. For a man like Putin, the first option 

does not exist.

The July crisis of 2014 therefore looks ominous. At 

the very least, the hope has now been dashed that 

a post-Soviet Russia could peacefully be integrated 

into a Western world order based on free markets 

and democracy. At worst, what began as a little 

local difficulty in eastern Ukraine could be about 

to explode into a much larger struggle for mastery 

in Europe.

So how to explain the relative equanimity of 

financial markets in the face of this gathering 

storm? Blame the historians. To those who 

Warnings from history

by Niall Ferguson — Laurence A Tisch Professor of History at Harvard

Looking at the events preceding the first world war, the conflict in 

Ukraine has the potential to develop into a calamity
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subscribe to the view that the World War I had 

its origins in distinctive pathologies of early 20th-

century Europe such as imperialism, militarism, 

nationalism and secret diplomacy, today’s crisis is 

nothing to worry about. For modern Europeans 

have renounced imperialism, have all but disarmed 

themselves, feel embarrassed by nationalism, and 

conduct their diplomacy via Twitter rather than 

secret telegrams.

Even more complacent are those who insist on 

laying all the blame for 1914 on Germany. Today’s 

Germans prefer winning world cups to losing 

world wars. In almost every respect, Angela 

Merkel, their chancellor, is the historical antithesis 

of Kaiser Wilhelm II: female, democratically 

elected, supremely cautious and almost comically 

circumspect when asked what makes her feel 

proud to be German. (‘Our well-sealed windows,’ 

she once told Bild newspaper.)

Yet the narratives woven by historians over the 

past 100 years must be treated with caution. 

Whether they blame ‘-isms’ or Germans, the 

majority of academic explanations of the World 

War I suffer from a fundamental flaw. The deep-

seated causes they posit seem largely to have been 

missed by contemporaries, for whom — with few 

exceptions — the war came as a complete surprise.

As the year 1914 began, the New York Times looked 

forward to a ‘growing rapprochement between 

Germany, France and England” over the Balkans. 

‘The British horizon in the direction of Germany 

seems to be clearing,’ the Times also reported. In 

Germany ‘all signs’ pointed to ‘numerous conflicts 

between the government… and the Social-

Democratic party during the coming year’. Plans 

were afoot for an international conference in New 

York to celebrate ‘100 years of peace among 

English-speaking peoples’.

Among the best informed people in 1914 were the 

bankers of the City of London, who certainly stood 

to lose a lot of money in the event of a world war. 

Yet the correspondence of the Rothschilds, then 

the most powerful financial dynasty, reveals an 

almost total failure to anticipate the scale of the 

conflagration. As the Economist reported, it was 

only on July 31 — by which time fighting had begun 

— that the financial world saw ‘the meaning of 

war… in a flash’.

It has become a commonplace idea that today’s 

financial markets are oblivious to the stream of 

bad news from Eastern Europe, not to mention 

the Middle East. But that does not mean the news 

is not really bad at all. New York and London were 

equally blasé about the origins of World War 

I. It was not until three weeks after the Sarajevo 

assassination that the London Times even 

mentioned the possibility that a European political 

crisis might lead to financial instability. Nine 

days later the stock exchange closed its doors, 

overwhelmed by panic selling as investors woke 

up to the reality of world war. Let no one reassure 

you that this crisis has somehow been ‘priced in’. 

No one priced in the guns of August 1914.

This should give not only historians pause. If great 

historical events can sometimes have causes 

that are too small for contemporaries to notice, 

might not a similar crisis be in the making today? 

What exactly makes our July crisis different? 

Is it because we now have the United Nations? 

Hardly: with Russia a permanent member of the 

UN Security Council, that institution has been 

gridlocked over Ukraine. Is it because we now have 

the EU? Certainly, that eliminates the risk that any 

west European state might overtly take Russia’s 

side, as France and Britain did in 1914, but it has 

not stopped EU members with significant energy 

imports from Russia fighting tooth and nail against 

tougher sanctions.

What about the role of globalisation in diffusing 

international conflict? You could have made the 

same argument 100 years ago (indeed, Norman 

Angell did in The Great Illusion). Very high levels 

of economic interdependence do not always 

inoculate countries warring with each other.

Often I am told that it is the existence of nuclear 

weapons that has reduced the probability of a 

The fundamental asymmetry in 

the Ukrainian crisis is that the 

Kremlin is able and willing to 

use military force; Europeans — 

and Americans, for that matter 

— want to go no further than 

economic sanctions”
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world war in our time. But even if that were true 

it surely does not apply here. In making their 

calculations about sanctions, European leaders 

did not give a moment’s thought to Russia’s vast 

superiority in missiles and warheads.

A better answer relates to the balance of 

conventional forces — and the balance of the will 

to use them. Since the end of the Cold War, by any 

meaningful measure, Europeans have disarmed 

themselves and are incapable of fighting wars 

unassisted by the US. More importantly, European 

peoples have lost their stomach for fighting.

A century ago the overwhelming majority of 

Britons supported the government’s argument that 

the German violation of Belgian neutrality was a 

legitimate casus belli — including my grandfather, 

who rushed to enlist.

And today? Even after the downing of MH17, 

just 1 in 10 British voters would favour deploying 

western troops to defend Ukraine against Russia. 

The fundamental asymmetry in the Ukrainian crisis 

is that the Kremlin is able and willing to use military 

force; Europeans — and Americans, for that matter 

— want to go no further than economic sanctions.

And yet there is another and still better way of 

explaining the difference between 1914 and 2014 

– and that is to recognise that what happened 100 

years ago was itself a very improbable disaster, 

which required a whole succession of diplomatic 

and military miscalculations to happen. One way 

of making this point is to use computer simulations 

to re-run the 1914 crisis, something which is now 

possible thanks to the sophisticated strategy game 

Making History: The Great War.

Like Muzzy Lane’s earlier War of the World game, 

which allowed players to replay the events of 

World War II, this game makes it clear that decision 

makers are not in the grip of vast, impersonal 

forces but have meaningful strategic choices. It 

is perfectly possible to re-run the July 1914 crisis 

multiple times and not end up with a world war.

The real lesson of history is that a relatively small 

crisis over a chunk of third-rate eastern European 

real estate will produce a global conflict only if 

decision-makers make a series of blunders.

As it happens, I think it is a blunder to use 

sanctions to give Putin no choice but folding or 

fighting. But — assuming there are no more MH17s 

— the price for that blunder will be paid mainly by 

the people of Ukraine. The blunders of a century 

ago led to the deaths of more than 10m people, 

mostly young men, drawn from all over the world.

As we commemorate the outbreak of the World 

War I, let no one swallow the old but tenacious lie 

that their ‘sacrifice’ was a necessary and noble one. 

On the contrary, the war is best understood as the 

greatest error of modern history. That is a harsh 

truth that many historians still find unpalatable. But 

then, as AJP Taylor observed, most people who 

study history only ‘learn from the mistakes of the 

past how to make new ones’.
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News coverage of rapidly developing, historic 
events often struggles to accurately relate the 
experiences of individuals, but theatre can do just 
that. In an auditorium, an audience can watch a 
Maidan square protestor sense the beginning of 
an new order, while others form a community; and 
one decides that violence must be the only way 
to effect change. And so Ukraine’s 2013 revolution 
comes into a new level of focus. 

When the protests against Viktor Yanukovych’s 
presidency started last November, playwright 
Natal’ya Vorozhbit felt that it was not enough 
for her to be there as a citizen, she wanted to 
contribute as an artist. In early December work 
began on Maidan: Voices from the Uprising, a 
verbatim play made of testimonies from protestors 
at Maidan, edited by Vorozhbit and the director 
Andrei Mai. 

Video testimonies — 57 hours’ worth in total 
— were collected over three months from 
participants with diverse backgrounds, including 
students, doctors and Cossacks; people whose 

experiences have a common thread. They 
remember unity and, at times, disagreements. 
One man is infuriated by a once anti-Maidan doctor 
who climbs atop the bandwagon, only to behave 
as though he was always on board. A student is 
frustrated by people at her college who take no 
interest. Opinions of acquaintances who get their 
news from Russian television are repeated in a tone 
of baffled mockery.

Maidan came to London’s Royal Court Theatre in 
May, translated by Sasha Dugdale and directed by 
the theatre’s artistic director, Vicky Featherstone. 
At the time Vorozhbit explained the motivation 
behind the play: ‘Events in Ukraine had just started 
to develop,’ she said. ‘My theatre colleagues and 
I wanted to respond as a theatre community. 
Events were moving so fast, that each day was 
quickly forgotten about, so we decided to fix it.’ 
Their study of the people occupying the square 
was intended, she said, ‘to capture the reality, to 
challenge stereotypes and open people’s eyes to 
what is happening in Ukraine, as outside Ukraine 
there are so many misconceptions’.

Voices of the Uprising

by Tina Nandha

Before Maidan events faded from people’s memories, playwright Natal’ya 

Vorozhbit brought the participants stories to the theatre, and the world
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Pro-EU protestors at Maidan Square, 
27 November 2013.
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Seeing the uprising unfold through the eyes of its 
participants, we see how developments impact 
and are perceived by those taking part. As they 
talk about work, partners, food — their lives — and 
we watch the escalation on a day-by-day, human-
by-human basis, we get to know a group of people 
who have become revolutionaries and are many 
other things besides. A sense of immediacy is 
one of the play’s most valuable qualities. Yes, 
the passing of time and landmark events were 
signposted by the actors writing dates on the 
stage’s backdrop in the Royal Court performances, 
but the chief merit of Maidan is that it pulls the 
audience into individual lives as the events unfold. 

After the play was performed in London Vorozhbit 
spoke about how significantly protestors’ views 
of life changed over the three-month period, as 
issues they had never had to confront before — 
concerning honour, death, the question of killing 
— became part of their daily existence. 

‘After I had compiled all the interviews to put 
together this play, it was an incredible feeling to 

re-read the script of our lives,’ Vorozhbit has said. 
‘The student who talks about having taken exams 
at drama school, but still doesn’t know that the 
police will beat him tomorrow. A housewife says 
that she is against any sort of violence, but still 
does not know that in a month she will be throwing 
Molotov cocktails and encouraging men to “kill” the 
riot police. We condemn the beating of a journalist, 
but we still don’t know that in a month we will be 
burying hundreds of people.’

In May Vorozhbit also explained the decision to 
present the testimonies verbatim: ‘If I wrote a play 
in 10 years’ time, I wouldn’t choose the genre of 
“verbatim”,’ she said. ‘In 10 years the testimonies 
from Maidan would no longer be alive and 
immediate. It would be analysis, feelings would 
have been reflected on and opinions formed. 
But right now, it is impossible to write an artistic 
interpretation of Maidan. Maidan isn’t over yet, 
we still can’t reflect on what is happening. It’s like 
not sewing up a patient after surgery and sending 
them home with an open wound. We can only 
scream about how much it hurts, and not about 
how we survived the operation and what caused 
the disease.’

Readings of Maidan were held in Ukraine, Moscow 
and Poland before it came to London, and 
further productions are planned. It is a genuinely 
illuminating piece of work, of a type that Vorozhbit 
feels would have helped her to understand the 
revolutions and wars of the past, which can seem 
like lists of events. 

In her words, ‘All walks of life were on the square 
and we captured all the atmosphere, every feeling 
and emotion. There was an incredible energy as 
if we were all plugged into the mains. It was an 
incredibly hard winter, filled with pain, pride, horror, 
love — the most polar of emotions.’
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Stuart McQuarrie and Ben Turner run through 
Vorozhbit’s Maidan at the Royal Court theatre
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Playwright Natal’ya Vorozhbit
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According to IDMC, as of September over 310,000  

people have fled the conflict in Crimea and 

Eastern Ukraine, and this number is still growing. 

From a humanitarian perspective, these internally 

displaced people (IDPs) have become the number 

one priority that urgently needs to be tackled. 

Not only do these families need to be re-housed, 

clothed and fed, but their legal status has to be 

protected to ensure that their rights as citizens are 

safeguarded by the State of Ukraine.

The urgent need to draft a new law on IDPs 

and the status of Crimea was raised by Vadim 

Kodachigov, the Head of the Council of Civil 

Initiatives, an NGO that deals with IDPs from 

Crimea and the east of Ukraine. As a Ukrainian 

lawyer currently based in the UK, I was keen to 

assist, but realised that this project also required 

human rights lawyers with international expertise. 

With Brian Brivati, the Director of the John Smith 

Memorial Trust and Mark Muller QC, a leading 

British human rights lawyer on board, we engaged 

specialist barristers at Doughty Chambers to work 

with us on drafting the new law. As the legislation 

had to be passed by the Ukrainian parliament 

within a short timeframe, our legal team worked 

Helping You Help Ukraine

by Maria Tymofienko, founder of Global Friends of Ukraine

The founder of Global Friends of Ukraine discusses how you can help 

Ukraine cope with the humanitarian problems it now faces

Global Friends of Ukraine operates through six 

Task Forces that focus on a number of projects 

and provide relevant expertise for each:

The Strategic Communication Task Force (SCTF) 
forms an objective opinion of Ukraine through 

media, briefing notes and information campaigns.

Our Economic Task Force (ETF) supports 

economic reform in Ukraine, to improve the 

environment for national and foreign businesses, 

diversification of markets, and promotion of 

Ukrainian products abroad.

The expert lawyers of the Legal Task Force (LTF) 
provide advice on drafting new laws, assistance 

in international courts (for instance IDPs class 

action in the European Court of Human Rights), 

anti-corruption laws, etc.

Capacity Building Task Force (CBTF) helps 

to establish and train democratic institutions, 

including political parties, NGOs, and government 

bodies.

Victims of War Task Force (VWTF) assists those 

affected by current instability including internally 

displaced people and those injured in the conflict.

The Culture, Sports and Education Task Force 
(CSETF) promotes and popularises Ukrainian 

traditions, culture, arts and sports globally.

GFU Task Forces

(V
o

lo
d

y
a
 K

u
h

a
r)

Maria Tymofienko, founder 
of Global Friends of Ukraine
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over the weekend to come up with suggestions 

and amendments to the draft. After a meeting 

with a group of Ukrainian lawyers in Kyiv, our 

suggestions and amendments were incorporated 

into the new law. Passed by parliament on 15 April, 

it is now effective.

This is just one example of the many challenging 

situations where Ukraine requires urgent help, 

and I am delighted that we were able to provide 

it. Although all the work was done on a pro 

bono basis, we had a number of costs including 

translation, transport and accommodation. As 

the challenges and threats in Ukraine grow there 

is a need to find new resources and expertise 

to help Ukraine overcome these difficult times. 

I am in contact with literally hundreds of people 

from around the world — friends, supporters and 

activists — who are ready and willing to volunteer 

their time, energy, influence and expertise to help 

build a peaceful, stable and prosperous Ukraine. 

But in most cases, they do not have access to 

the appropriate channels for directing their 

support. In Kyiv, the government is inundated with 

international offers of help and support which they 

are struggling to manage and coordinate. Ironically, 

these very offers can drain their resources.

Struggling to make sense of this, I had the idea for 

a charitable organisation that could raise funds 

for initiatives like this: and so Global Friends of 

Ukraine (GFU) was born. GFU has been set up 

to address challenges such as providing channels 

of support and funding; facilitating and co-

ordinating projects, and working closely with the 

government and NGOs in Ukraine to deliver the 

support where it is most needed.

GFU is a platform where existing and new 

projects that share our vision can get expert, 

technical and financial assistance through our 

network of friends, supported by a full-time 

secretariat based in London and a board of 

distinguished advisors. 

GFU unites people from all walks of life who are 

concerned about the situation in Ukraine and 

who wish to offer their help: whether they be 

lawyers, business people, activists, politicians, 

statesmen, celebrities and concerned citizens. 

Anyone interested in learning more about our 

work or who wishes to join one of the Task Forces; 

or who would like to support us, either financially 

or in other ways, is welcome to contact us at: 

globalfriendsukraine@gmail.com.

The British Ukrainian Society (BUS) is a not-for-

profit organisation that seeks to strengthen the 

relationship between Ukraine and the United 

Kingdom, providing a platform for closer contact 

and cooperation between the two countries in the 

fields of politics, business, culture, education and 

science.

Since its establishment in 2007, BUS has organised 

and sponsored various round tables and cultural 

events in both Ukraine and the UK. Through 

regular cultural and information exchanges, BUS is 

laying the foundations for a better understanding 

of Ukraine and its people among the British public. 

Our activities in the political and economic 

spheres have focused on supporting reforms in 

Ukraine by facilitating inter-governmental contact 

and initiating dialogue and discussions between 

relevant stakeholders. 

BUS encourages improvement of the business 

climate in Ukraine in order to promote Ukraine as 

an attractive investment destination for British and 

international businesses.

Members of the BUS benefit from the large 

network of its directors and secretariat, and 

membership is free for individuals. Other benefits 

include:

• Invitations to BUS and partner events

• Regular news and event updates

• Discounts, for example with Ukraine

International Airlines and the Hyatt in Kyiv

• Our quarterly publication, Ukrainian Dialogue

Please visit the membership page on our website 

to sign up www.britishukrainiansociety.org, or 

email secretariat@britishukrainiansociety.org for 

more details about our organisation, the work we 

do, and how you may join us. 

Join the British Ukrainian Society

http://www.britishukrainiansociety.org/
mailto:secretariat@britishukrainiansociety.org?Subject=%28via%20Ukrainian%20Dialogue%29
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Cultural Briefing
British writer launches ‘Dream Land’ in Kyiv
At the Mystetskyi Arsenal Art Museum on 14 

May, during the commemoration of the 70th 

anniversary of the deportation of the Crimean 

Tatar people from their historic homeland (see 

page 22), Duliby Publishing House launched a 

Ukrainian language edition of Dream Land, a novel 

by Lily Hyde. 

With its story unfolding against the backdrop of 

the repatriation of the Crimean Tatars, it was a 

moment for the 300 attendees to reflect on the 

current situation. ‘All of us should unite at this 

difficult moment. By publishing this book and 

holding this charitable event in support of Crimean 

Tatar initiatives we express our solidarity with 

the Crimean Tatar people, as well as our protest 

against human rights abuse’, said Maryna Grymych, 

director of the Duliby Publishing House. 

The British Ukrainian Society was the benefactor 

and co-organiser of this event, with other co-

organisers including the Duliby Publishing 

House, the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People, 

the Community of Crimean Tatars in Kyiv, and 

the Mystetskyi Arsenal National Cultural-Art and 

Museum Complex. 

Guests were also treated to traditional Crimean 

Tatar songs performed by Lenara Osmanova 

and Lenmar Abdulayev. Mustafa Dzhemilev was 

another prominent guest.

British Ukrainian Society director Anthony Fisher 

underlined that Ukraine celebrates all of its 

various ethnicities, and respects different views. 

‘And it is through the experience of the Crimean 

Tatar people that we can see in Ukraine a modern 

country that is united in shared values,’ stated Mr 

Fisher, who also delivered this message to Crimean 

Tatars and other Ukrainians: ‘You are not alone. You 

have literally millions of friends around the world, 

who will do everything in our power to make sure 

that the international community gives you its full 

support. And we will do whatever is necessary to 

ensure that the Crimean Tatars have a voice and 

are heard.’

The Immediacy of Andrei Kurkov
Novelist Andrei Kurkov lives 500 

metres from Maidan Square, and had 

a ringside seat to the revolution. His 

diaries — covering November 2013 to 

April 2014 — were rushed into print 

by Harvill Secker, which released an 

English edition in July. 

Editor Ellie Steel told the Guardian, 

‘I don’t think Harvill Secker has ever 

translated and published a book 

in such a short space of time. The 

situation changes daily in Ukraine, 

and we felt it was important to 

publish Andrey’s diaries as close to 

their time of writing as we can.’ 

Although written with the novelist’s 

laconic humour, the diaries can’t 

escape the violence of the situation. 

You can read an exclusive extract 

from Kurkov’s most recent, 

unpublished diaries on page 17. 
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This July Ukraine’s most popular contemporary 

ethno band DakhaBrakha treated UK audiences 

to two concerts – one at London’s Richmix and 

another at annual WOMAD festival, where 5,000 

people watched the theatrical quartet perform in 

the Siam Tent. It was greeted by an abundance 

of positive reviews from the critics. Here is a 

selection. 

‘The most unexpectedly successful, emotional 

performance came from a band featuring three 

women in furry stovepipe hats. DakhaBrakha are 

from Ukraine and matched edgy, eerie harmony 

vocals with concertina, cello and percussion work, 

in an exhilarating set that seemed to sum up their 

country’s chaos and hope. They veered from 

moody and atmospheric passages to a furious, 

exuberant percussive finale in which they waved 

Ukrainian flags, looking bemused at the delighted 

reaction they had caused.’ — Robert Deneslow, 

Guardian

‘My highlight of WOMAD 2014 has to be “Ethno 

Chaos” founders DakhaBrakha — brooding, 

shamanic “noisescapes” from Ukraine. The Siam 

Tent filled to capacity throughout the four-

piece set, the atmosphere building and building 

with each song. The sound is eclectic, in the 

truest sense of the word; there is a traditional 

folk element but also dance, hip-hop and tribal 

rhythms. The songs often build to terrifyingly 

claustrophobic dins, but remain rhythmic and 

chant like — just as the “Ethno Chaos” tag might 

suggest, there is a lot of beauty in this chaos… 

This band sucks you in to their world of noise and 

forces you to contemplate, all while moving your 

feet.’ — Steven Dryden, WOMAD 

‘A small Ukrainian flag stuck into a djembe 

drum was the only clue that DakhaBrakha have 

performed huge concerts in Kyiv’s Maidan 

Square in the recent revolution. But the audience 

response wasn’t about the politics, but the music. 

The women sing in close, folk-like harmony while 

they hammer drums. A moment later they create 

a field of birdsong and flapping wings with vocal 

percussion. It’s fresh and very powerful. Certainly 

a musical revolution.’ - Simon Broughton, London 

Evening Standard

DakhaBrakha make an impact at WOMAD

A Backdrop of Black: Portraits of Maidan’s Protesters
Anastasia Taylor-Lind arrived 

in central Kyiv on 1 February to 

find Maidan under siege. She 

stayed on the protest’s frontline, 

taking portraits of protesters in 

a makeshift studio, using a black 

backdrop.

‘I chose a black background 

because black was the colour 

of Maidan,’ Taylor-Lind explains, 

‘Everything there was burnt; the 

square was covered with black 

soot and filled with black smoke. 

Even people’s skin turned black: 

the “Maidan Tan”. I was drawn to 

the black background, as it is the 

colour of grief and of mourning.’

“Fighters” wear homemade body 

armour, while “mourners” carry 

flowers to pay their respects 

to the dead. The powerful 

collection of images has been 

published by GOST, and praised 

by critics. Says Sean O’Hagan in 

the Observer, ‘You look into the 

faces of these people and you 

cannot help but wonder what it 

took to bring them to this point.’
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Dakhabrakha at Trypilske kolo 2010 — a 
Ukrainian ethnic festival held in Rjyschiv
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5 reasons to attend 
the Summit
1  Hear from senior Ukrainian government 

offi  cials from a variety of key industry 
sectors 

2  Speak to global investors and 
economists and hear their views on the 
opportunities and risks in Ukraine

3  Hear from Ukraine’s most competitive 
businesses about their development 
strategies

4  Participate in an unprecedented number 
of interactive discussions and ask 
the questions that are crucial for your 
business 

5  Benefi t from a full social programme 

Amongst the topical issues on the agenda:
 How to return to growth, reform the public sector and 

reassure investors: government priorities

 Starting anew? Improving the business environment, 
fi ghting corruption, increasing transparency 

 DEBATE One step away from the abyss. How 
adequate is Ukraine’s progress in reforming its 
institutions, averting economic meltdown?

 Managing instability: case studies from leading 
Ukrainian corporates 

 DEBATE Focus on infrastructure: roadmap for reform, 
paving the way for PPP projects

 DEBATE Focus on energy: reforming Naftogas, 
energy security, negotiating new energy prices
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